
C 
SPINAL CORD INJURY QUICK RESPONSE CARD: 

BLADDER COMPLICATIONS 

 
• Assess history of medications that could cause urinary retention, renal or bladder 

stones, or kidney failure 

• Assess for signs of pyelonephritis and sepsis 

START 

Is temperature 

greater than 

100°F? 

Assess for Infection: 

• Urine analysis 

• CBC 

• Treat signs & symptoms 

appropriately 

• Educate on daily hygiene 

• Assess further complications 

 

YES 
Patient uses indwelling catheter for 

bladder emptying 
NO 

Patient uses intermittent 

catheterization for bladder emptying 

NO 

Distention at symphysis pubis or 

bladder scan greater than 150ml 

YES 

Headache or signs 

of autonomic 

dysreflexia 

NO 

Urine bag has 

greater than 

60ml urine 

YES 

Distention at symphysis pubis or 

bladder scan greater than 150ml 

YES 

Difficulty inserting well-

lubricated catheter into urethra 

YES 

Assess hydration and 

current medications. 

Further urological 

assessment is 

required. 

NO 

NO 

Blood 

present 

in urine 

Assess for 

pubic 

tangles or 

areas of 

irritation 

Urinary 

catheter 

changed 

in the past 

30 days 

Bag emptied more 

than 4 to 6 hours ago 

NO NO YES 

YES 

NO 

Assess 

hydration 

and current 

medications 

Further 

urological 

assessment 

is required 

NO 

Problem 

Resolved? 

Further assessment is required. Follow autonomic dysreflexia recommendations. 

NO 

Difficulty inserting well-

lubricated Coude catheter 

into urethra 

Bladder emptying successful 

Problem 

Resolved? 

Educate proper 

catheter hygiene 

Educate proper 

catheter 

catheterization 

technique and 

hygiene 

Change indwelling 

catheter.  

Assess for appropriate 

placement into bladder. 

Assess tube for kinks or 

blockage. 

Assess catheter placed 

appropriately in urethra. 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 


